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 Grade 5 L-1 P-2 M-3 E-4 
Reading      
 Quotes accurately when 

answering text dependent 
questions 

Does not refer 
back to the text 
or refers back to 
the text in a 
vague or general 
way to answer 
text dependent 
questions.  
Examples may 
not support the 
question being 
asked.   Needs 
substantial 
teacher 
assistance. 

Refers back to 
details and 
examples in the text 
when answering 
text dependent 
questions including 
drawing inferences 
from the text.  
Needs teacher 
support with 
quoting directly 
from the text. 

Independently 
quotes accurately 
from a grade level 
text when 
answering text 
dependent questions 
including drawing 
inferences from the 
text. 

Analyzes what the 
text says explicitly 
as well as draws 
inferences and 
backs the analysis 
up by citing specific 
examples from 
grade level or above 
text. 

 Summarizes to determine 2 
or more main ideas or themes 

Misinterprets 
details or leaves 
out significant 
details in 
summary.  
Student needs 
substantial 
teacher support 
in identifying 
main idea or 
theme. 

Summary includes 
some key details but 
is limited.  Can 
identify one main 
idea or theme but 
needs support in 
identifying the 
second main idea or 
theme. 

Consistently and 
independently 
summarizes key 
information or story 
elements and can 
identify two main 
ideas or themes 
from a grade level 
passage. 

Identifies the central 
theme or main idea 
of a grade level or 
above text and 
explains how it is 
supported through 
particular details in 
the text. 
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 Grade 5 L-1 P-2 M-3 E-4 
 Compares/contrasts 2 or more 

characters, settings, events 
Description of 
story elements 
(character, 
setting, events) is  
limited  and 
reference to  text 
is very general 
with few if any 
specific details.  
Student needs 
substantial 
teacher support. 

Can describe a story 
element in depth 
such as character, 
setting, or event but 
needs teacher 
support in 
comparing and 
contrasting 2 or 
more elements with 
details. 

Compares and 
contrasts 2 or more 
characters, settings 
or events in a grade 
level  story or 
drama, drawing on 
specific details in 
the text to support 
answer. 

Can describe how 
the plot unfolds and 
develops throughout 
grade level or above  
text as well as how 
the characters 
respond or change 
as the plot moves to 
its resolution. 

 Uses context clues to 
determine meaning 
 

Seldom uses 
strategies to 
understand the 
meaning of new 
words or phrases 
as they are used 
in text including 
the meaning of 
similes and 
metaphors.  
Needs substantial 
teacher support. 

Sometimes uses 
strategies to 
comprehend new 
words and phrases 
as they are used in 
text including the 
meaning of similes 
and metaphors.  
May require 
additional support 
and scaffolding. 

Independently and 
consistently 
determines the 
meaning of words 
and phrases as they 
are used in text, 
including figurative 
language such as 
metaphors and 
similes. 
 

Independently and 
consistently 
determines the 
meaning of new 
words and phrases 
as they are used in 
text, including 
figurative language 
such as metaphors 
and similes and can 
apply these 
strategies to above 
level text in a 
variety of genre. 
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 Grade 5 L-1 P-2 M-3 E-4 
 Integrates information from 

several texts in order  to write 
or speak on the topic  
knowledgeably.  

Requires 
substantial 
support to gather 
information from 
2 or more texts in 
order to write or 
speak 
knowledgeably 
on a subject. 

With teacher 
assistance, can 
integrate 
information from 
several sources and 
with support can 
write or speak about 
the subject 
knowledgeably. 

Independently 
integrates 
information from 
several grade level 
sources in order to 
write or speak about 
a subject 
knowledgeably. 
 

Independently 
gathers, integrates 
and synthesizes 
information from 3 
or more grade level 
or above sources in 
order to write or 
speak about a 
subject 
knowledgeably. 
 

 Reads grade level text 
fluently and accurately 
 

Seldom reads in 
meaningful 
phrases. 
Primarily reads 
word-by-word.  
Reads with 
minimal 
expression.   
Needs to further 
develop word 
attack strategies 
to decode words. 

Sometimes reads in 
meaningful phrases 
with adequate rate.  
Expressive 
interpretation is 
sometimes evident. 
Beginning to use 
appropriate word 
attack strategies but 
still needs teacher 
prompting and 
support. 

Consistently reads 
grade level text in 
large meaningful 
phrases and adjusts 
rate appropriately. 
Reads with 
expressive 
interpretation. 
 

Independently and 
consistently reads 
grade level or above 
text accurately in 
large meaningful 
phrases and adjusts 
rate appropriately. 
Reads with 
expressive 
interpretation 
reflecting mood and 
tone. Reads with an 
awareness of 
audience and 
author’s purpose. 
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 Grade 5 L-1 P-2 M-3 E-4 
 Reads and comprehends 

grade level text 
independently  

Reads and 
comprehends 
literature, 
including stories, 
dramas, and 
poetry, in the 
grade 4-5 text 
complexity band 
with support.  

Reads and 
comprehends 
literature, including 
stories, dramas, and 
poetry, in the grade 
4-5 text complexity 
band independently. 

Reads and 
comprehends 
literature, including 
stories, dramas, and 
poetry, at the high 
end of the grades 4-
5 text complexity 
band independently. 

Reads and 
comprehends 
literature, including 
stories, dramas, and 
poetry, in the grades 
6-7 text complexity 
band independently. 

Speaking Engages thoughtfully with 
others during classroom 
discussions 

Occasionally offers a 
comment when 
directly questioned, 
may simply restate 
questions or points 
previously raised. 
Often is not prepared 
for class discussions 
and either has not 
read the entire text 
or completed the 
assignment or does 
not refer to it during 
discussions.  Often 
not actively listening 
to the comments of 
teacher or 
classmates. 

 Sometimes volunteers 
comments.  Listens to 
others some of the time, 
does not stay focused on 
other's comments or 
loses continuity of 
discussion. Shows some 
consistency in 
responding to the 
comments or questions 
of others. 

Consistently volunteers 
comments.  Most are 
appropriate and reflect 
some thoughtfulness.  
Comes to discussions 
prepared having  
 done the reading or 
assignment.  
Is an active listener who 
often builds on other 
students’ questions or 
comments. 

Independently and 
consistently makes 
timely and appropriate 
comments which are 
thoughtful and 
reflective.  Responds 
respectfully and builds 
off of teacher’s or other 
student's remarks.  Clear 
reference to text or 
assignment being 
discussed.    
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 Grade 5 L-1 P-2 M-3 E-4 
Writing      
 Writes opinions with 

supporting reasons and 
information  

• Very brief 
• Opinion confusing or 

ambiguous 
• Use of evidence is 

minimal, absent, 
irrelevant or in error 

• Vocabulary may be 
simplistic with little 
sense of audience or 
purpose 
 

Holistic score: 0-4 

• Opinion unclear 
or not 
maintained 
throughout 

• Introduction and 
conclusion if 
present are weak 

• Mostly general 
ideas lacking 
specific evidence 
from sources 

• Vocab. may be 
inappropriate for 
audience and 
purpose 
 

Holistic score 5-7 

• Opinion clear 
and mostly 
maintained 

• Adequate 
progression of 
ideas with 
adequate 
introduction and 
conclusion 

• Some evidence 
from sources  

• Vocabulary use 
is generally 
appropriate for 
audience and 
purpose 
 

Holistic score 8-9 

• Opinion is 
clearly stated 
and strongly 
maintained 
throughout 

• Ideas progress 
logically with 
effective 
introduction and 
conclusion  

• Evidence from 
sources is 
comprehensive 
and relevant 

• Effective use of 
facts, details 

• Vocabulary use 
is precise and 
appropriate for 
audience and 
purpose  
 
Holistic score 
10-12 
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 Writes informative/expository 

texts to convey ideas clearly 
Main idea-confusing or 
undeveloped 
Transitions-few or none 
Elaboration-Little 
elaboration or support of 
ideas 
May or may not stay on 
topic 
 
 

Main idea-unclear or not 
sustained throughout 
Transitions-inconsistent 
or lack variety 
Intro. and Conclusion-
may be missing or weak 
Some elaboration of 
ideas 
Language/vocab. is 
more simplistic 
 
 

Main idea-mostly 
maintained throughout 
Adequate introduction, 
conclusion and 
transitional language 
Adequate elaboration of 
facts and ideas to 
support topic 
A mix of general and 
precise language and 
vocabulary 
 
 

Main idea-clearly stated 
and maintained 
throughout 
Clear effective 
organizational pattern 
with well developed 
introduction and 
conclusion 
Ideas are relevant and 
well elaborated 
Effective use of 
language and precise 
vocabulary 
 

 Plans, revises and edits writing 
 

Seldom evaluates and 
revises writing for 
content and structure, 
even with teacher 
support.   

Sometimes evaluates 
and revises writing for 
content and structure.  
May require some 
support. 

Consistently evaluates 
and revises writing for 
content and structure.   

Independently and 
consistently evaluates 
and revises writing for 
content and structure.   

 Writing is well developed and 
organized 

Writing often lacks 
detail, elaboration and 
organization.   Needs 
substantial teacher 
support in writing 
essays, stories and 
responses. 

With support and 
guidance writes stories, 
essays and responses 
that are detailed, stay on 
topic and are well 
organized. 

Consistently writes 
stories, essays and 
responses that are 
detailed, stay on topic 
and are well organized. 

Independently and 
consistently writes 
stories, essays and 
responses that are 
detailed, stay on topic 
and are well organized. 
Writing is well 
developed and 
insightful. 
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 Grade 5 L-1 P-2 M-3 E-4 

Conventions      
 Uses correct grammar 

 
 Seldom uses correct 
grammar including 
correct use of verb 
tenses in written work, 
even with teacher 
support. 

Sometimes uses correct 
grammar including 
correct and consistent 
use of verb tenses in 
written work.  May 
require teacher support. 

Consistently uses 
correct grammar 
including correct and 
consistent use of verb 
tenses in written work. 

Independently and 
consistently uses correct 
grammar in all written 
work.   

 Uses correct capitalization and 
punctuation 

Seldom uses correct 
capitalization and 
punctuation, including 
correct use of commas 
and quotation marks, 
even with teacher 
support. 

Inconsistent use of 
correct capitalization 
and punctuation, 
including correct use of 
commas and quotation 
marks. At times, 
requires additional 
support. 

Consistently uses 
correct capitalization 
and punctuation, 
including correct use of 
commas and quotation 
marks. 

Independently and 
consistently edits 
written work for correct 
capitalization and 
punctuation, including 
correct use of commas 
and quotation marks. 

 Writes neatly in daily work 
 

Seldom uses correct 
letter formation, size 
and spacing to produce 
neat work. 

Sometimes uses correct 
letter formation, size 
and spacing to produce 
neat work.  Work 
quality is inconsistent. 

Consistently uses 
correct letter formation, 
size and spacing to 
produce neat work. 

Independently and 
consistently uses correct 
letter formation, size 
and spacing to ensure 
that all homework and 
class work is neat, 
quality work. 
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 Grade 5 L-1 P-2 M-3 E-4  

 Applies spelling rules to daily 
work 

Seldom applies spelling 
rules and strategies 
learned to spell 
accurately in written 
work. 

Sometimes applies 
spelling rules and 
strategies learned to 
spell accurately in 
written work.  

Consistently 
applies spelling rules 
and strategies learned to 
spell accurately in 
written work.  

Independently and 
consistently 
applies spelling rules 
and strategies learned to 
spell accurately in 
written work including 
above grade spelling 
words.   

 Correctly spells assigned words 
 

Grade level spelling test 
scores average is below 
70%. 

Grade level spelling test 
scores average in the 70-
89% range. 

Grade level spelling test 
average scores are in the 
90-100% range. 

Spelling test average 
scores are 100% or 
greater and includes 
challenge words and/or 
above grade level words 
and patterns. 

 


